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Students serve through Bisons for Christ
by Haleigh Edge
asst. copy editor
The Bisons for Christ D ay of
Service officially began at 3 p.m .
on April 2. Every year, H arding
students go throughout Searcy
and work on various projects in
order to serve the community.
According to Todd Gentry,
Rock Hou se and Bisons for
Christ coordinator, approximately
2,000 students participated in
over 200 projects. Gentry said
people have already called in
to say "thank you" to students
who helped.
Junior Shelby Coble, a Rock
House intern, said that Bisons
for Christ is the biggest thing
of the year for interns, as far as
outreach is concerned .
"Our biggest difficulty isn't
getting projects; it's getting projects
filled with p eople," Coble said.
"Halfof the projects get filled with
social clubs. Our main outreach
after that is to get p eople wh o
aren't in clubs involved and also
m aking them aw are that that is
a need that they can fill. That's
our biggest thing - involvement
with oth er people."
A ccording to Coble, Bisons for
C hrist breaks down the walls of
the H ard ing bubble and allows
student s to see areas outside of
Harding that need help.
Sen ior. B en B u t er baugh is
on the Bisons for C hrist ch apel
committee, and his role was to
speak and encourage people to
com e out and participate.
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Sophomore basketball players Tarrale Watson, Jacob Gibson, Blake McNair, John H udson, Antoine Burrell a nd sophomore student assistant Austin Harrell pull up a chain-link fence during a ya rd clean-up for Bisons for Christ on Wed nesday. Follow HUStudentPubs on
Storify for a collection of photos, tweets and stories from Bisons for Christ.
different, being w h at we were
called to be; to serve, to be Jesus'
hands and feet to the world."
A ccording to Buterbaugh, who
was part of a group that went
to Judsonia and got togeth er
medical supplies for people in
Africa, there was a variety of
o utd oor a nd i ndoor proj ect s

"Bisons for Christ is being
what we are called to be, and that,
consistently, is a life of service,"
Buterbaugh said. "W e use Bisons
for Christ as one day to bring
about awareness for service, but
it's really about the bigger part of
what we t alked about in chapel
about being "out there," being

done throughout the community,
including the tearing down of
buildings, raking and cleaning
yards, sorting medical supplies,
playing with kids at daycares,
and there was even an older lady
who needed someone to teach
her how to use a computer.
''A lot of times we think it's

going to be something really
hard, but it's simple," Buterbaugh
said . "That's what this day truly
is about - being that kingdom
com munity. Anyone can go one
mile, anybody can do one thing,
but to go th e second mile is what
makes us C hristians, what we are
supposed to be."

Thousands prepare for Spring Sing SA updates constitution,
by Jesse Hixson
business manager
A s Spring Sing approach es,
the productio n team heading
up Harding's large-scale show
is in crunch m od e with o nly a
few m ore weeks to go until the
Benson curtain rises. .
Spring Sing Producer C indee
Stockstill said that from a technical
perspective, everything is going
according t o plan . The program
design is currently being tweaked
and approved by club show directors, and the club sh ows are all
at least 75 percent finish ed with
ch oreography and st aging. By
April 12, clubs will be required
to be 100 percent finish ed with
their show in order to receive the
full amount of points available for
judging. Stockstill also said that
a lighting company has recently
m et with th e production team to
discuss and plan the new addition
of lasers to Spring Sing.
N ot o nly h ave club sh ows
been meeting deadlines, but the
jazz band and ensemble arrangem ents h ave all been completed
as w ell, Stockstill said. The h osts
and en semble h ave staged all of
their numbers and the club show
intros are w ell on their w ay to
being com pleted. While most of
the process h as stayed the same
through the "new " year, Stockstill
said that there were still several
elem ents being added this year
that w ere ch anging things significantly.
'W e have eight club shows this

begins student elections
by Daniel Casella
student writer

HENRY GONZALEZ
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The Spring Sing ensemble str ikes a pose during rehearsal on M arch
30. Spring Sing weekend begins on April 17.
year, which is more than we have
ever had before," Stockstill said.
"The show feels bigger with more
people than ever, and so w e've
added new elements with lasers
and more lights than w e've had
in the past. With each of these
new elements comes a significant
amount of extra work to m ake
these elem ents into a cohesive,
m ultimedia production."
D espite all of the extra work,
assist ant director junio r Sarah
Harris said the production team
is still running smoothly and impressively well. Even though she
is a new addition to the staff, she
said she feels as if she h as been
working with them for years.
"I h ave really enjoyed getting
to work alongside (director) Steve
(Frye) and Cindee," Harris said.
"They are both phenomenal at
what they do, and they often go

above and beyond what is required
of t h em . For Spring Sing to
h appen each year, there h as to
be some divine intervention, and
the production team works very
hard to make all of these moving
parts come together seamlessly."
Every year of Spring Sing has
its own driving force, embodied
by th e t h em e ch osen by Frye,
Stockstill said. Even amidst all
of the chaos and work, Stockstill
said he always likes to go back and
remember w hy th ey chose th e
them e "New" for this year's show.
"The word 'new ' encompasses
a whole lot of things," Stockstill
said. "It's saying h ello to a new
president, a new freshman experience or becoming a new creation
when you b ecome a Christian.
There are lots of different and·
exciting things we are planning
on doing with the w ord 'new '."

TRACK
AND FIELD

The Student Association met
Thursday night with potential
SA members to discuss th e
campaign process for next week
SA Vice President senior
Joseph McManus said current
SA members have shared with
potential new members h ow
they have come to understand
the SA over the past year. M cM anus said they also plan to
work more with those who get
elected to shorten the learning
curve process.
'"The whole goal is to increase
our effectiveness," M cM anus
said. "And by sh aring with
them w hat w e already know,
giving them perspective, lessons
learned . . . hopefully that will
skyrocket them into a really
successful year."
P otential member s who
submit a petition sheet with 50
signatures to the SA office by 5
p.m. Friday will continue to the
campaign process.
In addition to new m embers,
the SA has also proposed changes
to th e SA constitution to set
up a more efficient system of
communication. SA 'President
senior Tyler Gentry said the
last update to the constitution
came in 1982.
M cManus specified p art
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Creative students prepare

track teams celebrate
several new records.

to debut items for sale at

Social work majors learn
what it's like to live on $3
a day.
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of the need for the updat e is
that the current edition m akes
it hard to understand a given
SA role very well. Former SA
President senior W ill Waldron
noticed this during his term and
started a journal oflessons he
learned to help successive SA
presidents.
"In regards to this w h ole
continuity question, my hope is
that Tyler Gentry is a stronger
SA president than I was and
the one who comes after him
is a stronger SA president than
h e is," Waldron said.
Among the proposed changes
are focusing on h aving m ore
internatio n al and exch ange
students involved within th e
SA , focusing the spiritual life
functions of the SA to include
more students directly with
chapel planning and more clearly
defining roles within the SA.
The SA is still in discussion
with administration about these
changes.
A panel of candidates for SA
president will be held during
Monday's chapel for the candidates to present their personal
campaign purposes to the student
body. Votes for all candidates
will be held on Pipeline from
8 a.m. on Wednesday until 8
a.m. on Thursday. The new SA
members will be announced in
Thursday's C h apel.
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Bazaar offers chance to showcase handiwork
by Taylor Gleaves
asst. web editor
The Honors College is hosting the Harding Bazaar
April 19, the Saturday of Spring Sing weekend, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Reynolds lawn.
The Honors College hosts this event, but it is open to
all students and faculty on campus. The bazaar provides
students the opportunity to showcase their artwork,
crafts and handiwork as well as make money.
Junior Kinsey Starks is a host for the bazaar. Starks
said this is the second time the bazaar will be held
during Spring Sing weekend because of its success last
year. According to Starks, the idea formed about three
years ago when a former student wanted to showcase
the talents alive on campus.
"I think it's so cool because it's not just the art majors,
not just the fashion merchandising majors, but it's the
engineering majors, political science majors and other
majors that aren't necessarily people you think are artistic,
but they still come and do all these things," Starks said.
Students and faculty 'can sign up for a booth for at
the Honors College for S20. The deadline to sign up
and pay for a booth is Wednesday, April 9. This event is
not a fundraiser, but a way for individual students and
faculty members to earn money by selling their work.
The $20 goes toward the tent and advertising.
Items featured at the bazaar include paintings, crocheted items, clothing, purses and copper wire jewelry.
There will also be an opportunity for bands and solo
acts to perform. These performances are free and a chance
for students to show off musical talent.
"Even ifyou're not artistically inclined but musically
talented, you don't have to pay for a concert," Starks said.

GRANT SCHOL I THE BISON
Junior Laura Beth McKinley and her sister, freshman Caroline McKinley, work on crocheting boot cuffs on
April 1 for their booth at the Harding Bazaar. The Bazaar will be held Saturday, April 19 on the Reynolds front
lawn, and the McKinley sisters, as well as many others, will be selling their work.
·
Because it is Spring Sing weekend, many families
and visiting high school students will be present on
campus during this event and will have the chance to
stop by the many booths available as well as attend the
Spring Sing shows.
Junior Laura Beth McKinley is participating alongside
her sister, freshman Caroline McKinley, this year at the

bazaar. The McKinleys will be selling crocheted scarves,
headbands and boot cuffs.
"My sister, Caroline, and I decided to put our crocheting
skills to use," Laura Beth McKinley said. "Crocheting
has always been something that my sisters and mom
have done together, so it's really awesome to be doing
this with my sister who is here."

City event honors lost,
helps combat suicide
by Matt Ryan
features editor

... as a Harding student it can
be easy to get stuck in the
bubble here and not spend as
much time in the community,
and this is a cool way to be

Hundreds of community members and
students will gather in Searcy's Spring
aware of the community and
Park tomorrow from 8 a.m . until noon to
be a part of it.
participate in the 2014 Stride to Prevent
Suicide. The event will include SK and
- senior Diana Kirby,
one mile races, as well as food, children's
intern for the Robert E.
activities, live music and a memorial
Elliott Foundation
butterfly release ceremony.
The Dr. Robert E. Elliott Foundation
"We are participating in this race to
has hosted the event annually since 2002. bless one ofour friends who went overseas
Executive Director Alana Pinchback said with us," Robeck said. "We want to honor
the foundation hosts Stride to Prevent his memory and encourage her, as well as
Suicide as a way to not only raise funds try and prevent this devastating occasion
and awareness for the foundation and in other people's lives."
suicide prevention, but also to reach out
Senior Diana Kirby is an intern for
to families who have been affected.
the Dr. Robert E. Elliott Foundation this
Jewelya Williams
"Throughout all the activities of the semester and said she has been involved
day, we try to make sure that we visit in planning and organizing the event for
with individuals and hear their stories," the past few months.
"I think it's very unique as a SK," Kirby
Pinchback said. "It makes it such a powby Virginia "Vivi" Vitalone
became interested in the deaf culture.
erful event for us as foundation members. said. "It's often a big encouragement
asst. photographer
''I want to be able to communicate with Three y~ars ago we added a memorial even if people aren't running the race;
everybody," Mcintosh said.
butterfly release ceremony where family just come hang out with us for the day.
On Friday, April 11, the Harding
The Arkansas SchoolfortheDeaf,located
members and loved ones can release a People are able to meet other people
dactylology club, in collaboration with in Little Rock, has helped the dactylology
butterfly in honor of a loved one. It has and share stories. It's more than just a
the Arkansas Division of Rehabilitation club in its beginning stages. Now the club
become such a special part of the day 5K; it's more than just a run. The thing
Services, will host the event "It's a Deaf, is helping the school by donating to them and really brings our focus back to why that's really cool is that, as a Harding
DeafWorld," a simulation of deaf culture the income from the event.
we're there ... Needless to say, it's a very student, it can be easy to get stuck in
and interactions. The event will promote
"'It's a Deaf, Deaf World' is to show emotional experience."
the bubble here and not spend as much
awareness about services and technology people that the deaf are just like us, and if
Pinchback said the money raised by time in the community, and this is a cool
for the dea£
we are to encounter a deaf person, not to the event goes to support the Dr. Robert way to be aware of the community and
One of the scenarios of the event will treat them differently;" sophomore Victoria
E. Elliott Foundation's programs and be a part of it."
be a doctor's appointment, in which the Ellis, treasurer of the club, said.
Anyone interested in running or
materials used in White County schools.
Among other things, the dactylology
students will not be able to hear the doctor
These cover topics like anti-bullying, donating to the foundation can register
and must try to communicate with him club will teach the proper etiquette ofsign
depression awareness, suicide prevention online at www.elliottfoundation.com.
without using words.
language. One ofthe basics is to constantly
anti-self injury.
fiiiiliiiii~ilim~~
"Just because you can't hear doesn't mean look into the eyes of the person you are andPinchback
said the founyou can't communicate," senior Victoria talking to.
dation also uses the funds
Mcintosh, president of the dactylology
"Students should attend because it may
to purchase books for and
club, said.
help with their major like CSD, nursing
maintain a library of resources
When Mcintosh was a baby; she was and any one going into medicine, just to for the community and to
diagnosed with pneumococcoal sepsis, a name a few," Ellis said. "They will learn sustain a monthly Survivors
disease that the doctor said should have some signs; plus, it will be fun."
of Suicide (S.O.S.) support
killed her or made her lose her hearing.
Tickets go on sale Monday for $5 in the
group, which she said is open
She started to learn sign language at an Student Center or $7 at the door. The event
to anyone who has lost a
early age, but maintained her hearing and is in the Lee building from 3:30-5:30 p.m.
loved one to suicide.
FORT HOOD, Texas- SANTIAGO, Chile Senior Shelbie Robeck
A shooting at the Army On Tuesday, an 8.2-mag- said she plans to run in the
base on Wednesday left 14 nitude earthquake hit SK with a group of nine
injured and four dead. The northern Chile, creating students who were with her
gunman was reported dead a tsunami and forcing at Harding University in
from self-inflicted wounds. evacuation. According to Florence in the fall of2013.
According to the Huffing- the New York Times, six Robeck said the group was
ton Post, a shooting at the people have been reported touched by suicide when a
same base in 2009 killed dead. On Wednesday night, fellow HUF student that
13 people and wounded a 7.8-magnitude aftershock semester lost her brother
while they were abroad.
dozens of others.
hit the same area.
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'It's a Deaf, Deaf World'
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F

our years ago, in the
summer of 2010, I
set foot on campus
to enroll in classes as a
political science major. I
drove home having enrolled
in a Bible major's courses.
By November, I was signed
up for computer science
work in the spring. The
following fall I thought
business sounded like
fun. In the spring of 2012,
I became interested in
communication, both storytelling and linguistics.
At the start of my junior
year, four semesters away
from graduation, I decided
I didn't want a major, so,
of course, I switched to
general studies.
At last I had found
freedom.
Stereotypically, this
was the freedom from
difficult coursework. I
was the guy who couldn't
finish a degree program,
the one who preferred
to pick and choose my
courses so I wouldn't

have to take classes that
sounded unappealing. I
was the guy who only
needed to take 12 hours
a semester to graduate
on time and the one who
was sure to spend a couple
of years in fast food or a
warehouse somewhere
after graduation.
So I picked classes
that sounded interesting,
worked at Taco Bell and
Burger Studio until I got
a job in physical resources
driving a forklift and
delivering packages, and
now I am graduating in a
month. That's the end of
my story. I came here, gave
the university my money,
my parents' money and the
government's money just
to get a degree in nothing.
But the time and money
weren't for naught.
I may not be qualified
to take the MCAT, and
I'll never get a job as an
accountant, but I can tell
you what happens in your
brain every time you look
at art, and I can trace the
origins of political order
from prehistory to modernity. I haven't been within
15 feet of a microscope
since high school, but I
can scholastically analyze
a film's or novel's appeals

''I was
raised by a
television"

to universal mythos.
General studies provides the opportunity to
be a student not only of
the humanities and the
sciences, but of every field
of study. It provides the
opportunity to graduate
with a degree not in a
field, not for a job, but a
degree that says, "Hey, I
really like to learn, and I'm
pretty good at it." General
studies isn't a cop out; it's
a degree that, according
to the catalog, "allows
students to build their
own program of study
· plan based on interests
that may not be met by
any single current major."
I was told, implicitly and
explicitly, from the day I
even discussed applying
for college, I needed to
decide on a major, to have
a major by the end of my
freshman year, to hold a
degree in a field of study
and to be prepared to hold
a job in that field for the
rest of my life. But I came
here to learn.

KALVIN GRAHAM is a
guest writer for the
Bison.
He may be contacted
atkgraham@
harding.edu.
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At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the
Harding University student body with integri
ty, truth and open ears. However, we believe
that meeting that goal is a two-way street
between our staff and the public it serves.
We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open
to what our community has to say and hope
that, in return, that community will be an
interactive audience, sharing its stories with
us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report
accurate and relevant information, check
our facts, and share them in a professional,
timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions,
comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Lyndsey Ruble Nuckols, the
editor-in-chief, at lruble@harding.edu.
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published
weekly (except vacations, exams and ·
summer sessions), 18 issues per year, by
Harding University. Periodicals postage paid
at Searcy, Arkansas 72 143. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Bison, Harding
University 111 92, SEARCY, AR 721490001."
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have a little over a
month of school until
I can start sleeping
in and not worrying
about making it on time
to chapel. I'm excited,
even though I know I
am going to miss being
here and going to chapel.
I know that chapel is far
too often seen as a pain in
the neck when we would
rather be catching up on
sleep or studying, but I
enjoy it - although I'm
currently at the max imum for skips. I like
the sense of community
that it brings as well as
the encouragement I get
from some of the speakers
and songs. Besides, I have
some truly entertaining
chapel buddies who keep
me on my toes.
Surely someone can
tell me what to do when
the guy who sits behind
me drops his Chapstick
repeatedly every week and
asks me to pick it up for

him. There's only so long
I can keep picking it up,
and I don't know how to
ask Mr. Chapped Lips
not to drop his prized
possession so often.
My fellow chapel-goers
seem to have it all together,
or at least they fall into
these categories.
There are the sleepers,
who fall asleep during the
very first seconds, or so it
seems, of announcements.
There are the crammers,
who hunch over notes
and try to get in some
last-minute studying. Then
there are the gamers, who
play a variety of games on
their phones. I can't begin
to tell you how often the
two guys in front of me
play Candy Crush.
Furthermore, there are
the avid communicators,
who seem unable to go
h alf an hour without
texting, Snapchatting or
seeing updates about who
is doing or wearing what.
There are your listeners,
who do what you think
they do: listen and pay
attention to the speakers
in chapel. You also have
the ever-faithful chapel
tweeters, who inform us
of all of their thoughts

or opinions concerning
chapel. Finally, there
are the chapel couples. I
think you all know what
I mean, and some of you
just might be part of this
ever-growing group.
Now please don't get
me wrong, I'm not trying
to hate on anyone. I'm
guilty of being, at times,
part of all these groups.
0 K, except for the last
one, but I'm blaming
the bell tower for that.
Or maybe I should be
thanking the mystical
bell tower instead.
What I'm trying to
say is: I think it is quite
easy to get distracted
in chapel by all sorts of
things - your phone,
your neighbor, your homework. But despite these
distractions, I encourage
you to take advantage of
this little time we get to
come together and glorify
Christ.

ROSE THOROUGHMAN
Is a guest writer for the
Bison.
She may be contacted
at rthoroug@
harding.edu.

A

fter I came to college, going home
was never the same. My bedroom
didn't feel like it was mine ahymore, even though my parents have left it
virtually untouched since I graduated high
school four years ago. I've even stopped
referring to it as home anymore, I call it
"my parents' house."
At first it was hard not having a place
I called home, and sometimes it still is.
I think that as people, we like to have a
physical space that remains constant, but
college is simply not a conducive environment for that concept. It taught me
something important, though - not to
place value in things, but in people. I don't
have any special attachment to my kitchen
or backyard, but I do have a very strong
connection to the people with whom I
share those spaces.
You have probably heard the phrase
"blood is thicker than water." I can't speak
to the origins of it, but recently I heard this
reinterpretation that I love: "The blood t:>f
the covenant is thicker than the water of
the womb," which implies an alterrtative
viewpoint that the bonds you make yottrself
are stronger than those made by strands
of DNA.
I'm adopted, so I was raisea with the
belief that family is not about who you got
your chromosomes from; it's about who
you share your heart with.
A couple years ago, my mom called and
asked me: "Cole, do you remember seeing
any pictures of me pregnant with you?
Because I can't find any and we must have
taken at least a few." I had to remind her
that no, those pictures did not exist. She
forgot I was even adopted, which I think
is just adorable.
One of the greatest blessings of being
adopted is the open-minded attitude my
parents instilled in me about the definition of family. I remember hearing about
divorce for the first time at a very young
age because it was happening to one of
my friend's parents. I said something that
was probably rude or insensitive because I
didn't fully understand and kids don't really
have a filter, and my dad firmly told m e
that they were still as much of a family as
anyone else's.
I used to think divorced families ~re
different simply because I wasn't raised ih
one. Some people probably think my family
is different because they weren't raised in
it. But what everyone has to learn sooner
or later is that just because something is
contrary to your idea of normal does hot
mean it doesn't belong.
Take a look at our regularly scheduled
programming. "Duck Dynasty," "Keeping
Up With the Kardashians,""Sister Wives"
and "Here Comes Honey Boo Boo" all
tell the story of eccentric families. This
isn't a new concept either; we also loved
"The Osbournes," "Being Bobby Brown,"
"Hogan Knows Best" and "Jon and Kate
Plus 8" - shows that long preceded the
reality royalty of 2014.
I love that, at least in the primetime, a
variety offamily dynamics are highlighted .
I can't say I enjoy every aspect of reality
television, but I do think celebrating differences is something we could benefit
from emulating.
I'm reminded of the line from "Lilo &
Stitch" when Stitch says, "Ohana means
family. Family means nobodygets left behind
or forgotten." Family is everything, but
only you get to decide what your family is.
COLE MOKRY Is the opinions editor for the
Bison.
He may be contacted at jmokry@
harding.edu.
Twitter: @jcolemokry

BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute worlc under the
byline· "guest writers." Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest
writers' stories as they deem necessary, while still identifying the worlc as the guest writers' own.
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The Lightbulb

Creativity is
a Goal, Not a
Given
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T

homas Edison said, "Genius is 1
perce~t i~spir:tion and 99 percent
perspiration.
Before you think this column has
turned into an article version of those
motivational posters hanging in your
high school guidance counselor's office,
think about it.
I can't help but realize how much of our
college careers and our dreams, ambitions
and life plans are organized around the
balance of two ideals: inspiration and
perspiration.
It's easier to be inspired, for sure.
However, I still see peers unknowingly
avoid environments that can foster inspiration. Maybe it's because they don't
know where to look or how to determine
what will be edifying. Maybe it's because
their eyes just aren't open wide enough.
Every day in one of your major classes
can be an inspiration. Every professor,
chapel speaker, friend, conversation, article, photograph, song or design piece
can be an inspiration. But you have to be
looking for them. Don't force it, but place
yourself in an environment in which you
are always asking yourself, "What does
this mean to me?" and "How can my work
or my life reflect the way this makes me
think or feel?" You have to consciously
view the world in another way.
Perspiration is a little more stubborn
and not quite as idealized. Still, it's a vital
part of creativity and innovation.
There is a misconception that all creative
people are just born creative. They have
one amazing idea that magically comes
to fruition, and the rest of life is a cakewalk. If that's what you think creativity
is, it will be impossible to ever live up
to that standard. Despite the supposed
monotony, creativity flows directly from
pure and simple hard work. There is no
way around that; 99 percent of genius is
perspiration. So let's get to work.
Your best idea isn't just going to appear out of nowhere. You are going to
have to slave over white blank pages for
quite a while before something worth
working with actually appears. Some of
the most creative and prolific novelists
spend hours of their day writing. Most
of the time, it's just writing for the sake
of writing. Isaac Asimov, author of the
sci-fi classic "I, Robot" (among the 500
books he has written or edited), allegedly
churned out 2,000-4,000 words per day,
working 10 hours a day and seven days
a week. Only occasionally would this
type of quantity-over-quality writing be
something special that made its way into
the pages of a book.
Once you have something special, don't
even begin to think you've reached the
end game. Creativity and production are
a process, and the sooner you figure that
out, the less frustrating that process will
be. I'm reminded of a tweet I saw from
Mat Kearney the other day about the new
album he is working on: "You're making
a record when: a) you've worn sweatpants
for a month. b) coffee is food. c) your
friends think you've moved. d) all dem."
Dedication to the execution of ideas is
the main goal within the whole process of
creativity and production. The execution
is going to be difficult and messy and not
as much fun, but it's absolutely necessary.
Being able to thoroughly and elegantly
carry out an idea is a skillset all its own, so
hunker down and start thinking logistics.
LYNDSEY RUBLE NUCKOLS is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
lruble@harding.edu.
Twitter: @lyndseyrnuckols

Experience is the Best Teacher
charles stroud

international
programs
guest
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hen you think of Harding
University in Florence,
what are some ofthe images
that come to mind? Seeing Michelangelo's famous "David"? Climbing the
463 steps to the top of the dome of
Florence's cathedral? Maybe sitting
down to a slice of authentic pizza at a
little pizzeria with friends? While all
of these things are possible through
the HUF program, there is an endless
amount of other opportunities and
experiences that one can have while in
Italy. Some of these are as big as seeing
the world-famous Sistine Chapel while
on a trip to Rome, or as small as meeting
someone who makes pottery in a little
studio in a village in Sicily.
An experience that left a big impression on me was when the HUF group
visited the small town ofSan Gimignano.
San Gimignano is a medieval city that
is nestled in the heart ofTuscany. We
arrived at the gates of St. John, which

is one of the main entrances to this
ancient walled city, around 10 a.m. Our
first stop was a charming cafe, where we
ordered things like a cappuccino (the
unofficial drink of HUF) and a pastry
for a mid-morning snack. Afterward,
the group toured several areas of the
town, including the Plaza in front of
the Palazzo Comunale, which is the
town's city hall.
My favorite place in the city is the
Collegiate Church of Santa Maria
Assunta, which is the main church in San
Gimignano. This Romanesque church
was built in the 12th century The interior
walls of the church are covered in frescos
that come from the 1300s to 1400s. The
frescos on the left wall depict vivid scenes
from the Old Testament, including the
creation of man, Noah and the story of
Job. The right wall shows scenes from
the New Testament, including the flight
into Egypt, Jesus' baptism and the last
supper. I thought the most interesting
fresco was Jesus being led to Calvary. The
other frescos show Jesus with emotions
one would expect Jesus to have, such as
a look of pain and sorrow on his face
as he was getting lashed with whips.
In this fresco we see a mixture of anger
and disgust coming from the crowd as
they lead Jesus to Calvary. Mother Mary
and the apostles' emotions are those

of great sorrow as they follow behind
the angry mob. It's in the midst of this
dramatic scene that we see Jesus. He
seems to have a look that is both filled
· with calm acceptance as well as pity: pity
for his persecutors, pity for his friends
and perhaps pity for us the viewers. In
this medieval house of worship I saw
both the best and worst of man. The
church itself, with its marble columns
and ornate altar-pieces, were testaments
to man's aspirations and desire to create
beauty, while the frescos remind us that
man is imperfect and prone to hatred
and violence.
It has been said that life is just a series
of experiences; what we take away from
them is just as important as the experience
itself I guess I always knew in the back
of my mind that we are all one people
and we may do things differently from
one another. We may dress differently,
eat different kinds of food and we may
not speak the same language. These differences tend to make us forget this basic
truth: we become focused on ourselves
instead of on our brothers.
Next issue: Sophomore Jon Oden from

HIP.
CHARLES STROUD is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
cstroud l@harding.edu.
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Scaring the Dickens Out of a Writer

0

ne of my favorite professors
in college was a tough man to
please. I admired him, wanted
to be like him and quivered just a bit
every time he handed back essays. I had
a routine on those days. While everyone
else turned to the back page immediately
to see their grade, I never did. When I got
my paper I never looked at it right away.
I just slipped it in my folder and quietly
headed to lunch when class was over.
Sometimes as I was walking down
the staircase after class, another student
would ask, "So, what'd you get on your
essay for Brightman?"And I would say,
"Don't know yet." I said this with just
the right calculated air of nonchalance
to drive my friends crazy. I'd go to the
cafeteria for lunch, sit down with my
tray and casually take out my essay. Still,
I didn't look at the grade first. I started
on page one, munching on those college
cafeteria french fries that are equally bad
wherever you go, and soaking in Dr.
Brightman's comments one at a time.
He wrote with a green pen. They
tell teachers to do that because red ink
supposedly traumatizes students. Green
is soothing, so they say. At any rate, I
savored every time he wrote "good"
next to something I had said well. I
pondered each question he scribbled in
the margin. I cringed that time I wrote
an entire paper on John Bunyan and
kept calling him Paul Bunyan. I can
still picture Brightman ribbing me in
the margin, asking if I had forgotten
Babe the Blue Ox.
Not until I had digested the comments on every page would I look at
the grade. That also drove my friends
up the wall. As it turns out, I had pretty
delicate friends.
Sometimes Brightman's suggestions
could sting. Once I wrote an essay about

michael
claxton

David Copperfield. Not the magician.
That would have been cool. But this
was about the Charles Dickens novel.
I was analyzing one of the major comic
characters in the story, and in my introduction, I tried something clever. I tried
to imitate the way the bombastic Mr.
Micawber spoke, using lots ofbig words
to parody Micawber's speech patterns.
I was especially proud of the phrase
"exuberant circurnlocutionary discourses." Pretty pleased with my Dickens
impression, I thought about little else
for weeks while I waited anxiously for
that nice green "good" in the margin.
Perhaps I should have taken up some
hobbies in college.
Anyhow, when Brightman handed
back the paper, there was no praise next
to my alleged tour de force - only a
cryptic comment about adjectives. I
asked him about it later. ''Ifyou're going
to parody Dickens," he said, "You need
to write as well as Dickens." Ow. I was
crushed. He didn't even say it holding a
green pen. I had to nurse my ego for a
few days, wrapping it in an old blanket
and letting it watch Mr. Rogers re-runs.
Mr. Rogers liked us just the way we
were. He probably would have loved
our Dickens bit.
But then something happened. I
realized that Brightman was giving me
fantastic advice, something I might have
glossed over if it hadn't stung a little.
He was telling me to approach writing
with seriousness and awe. Just having

a clever idea wasn't good enough. The
execution had to be good - done with
art, with craft and with attention to
detail. Brightman wanted me to have a
healthy dose offear when I tried a new
experiment in writing. That dose offear
is why good writers are never satisfied
with slapdash work. They know how
important writing is and how much
can go wrong in the hands of those who
approach it too casually. "Fools rush in
where angels fear to tread," as Alexander
Pope would say.
To this day I am grateful to Dr.
Brightman and others like him who
took the time to mentor me as a writer.
I was encouraged by their generous
compliments and respected their honest
criticisms. Whatever writing skills I may
have, I owe to people who were willing
to risk my disappointment and tell me
the truth. I trusted them because I knew
they would be fair and also show me
what I had done well.
Internet comment culture is slowly
training us to snipe at strangers and to
say the meanest possible things. Read
the string ofposts beneath any YouTube
video or online article, and you'll see
what I'm talking about. They tear down,
but they also mean nothing. Only in
the context of a trusting relationship
- balanced between generous praise
and straightforward critique - can
the opinions ofothers help us grow. As
the semester winds down, let's all keep
that in mind. So thanks, Dr. B. Your
class truly was, to quote Dickens, "the
best of times."

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto l@harding.edu.
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Track shines at Bison Invitational
Scandalous
This is the second of
a three.-column series
about ethical issues in
sports.
Mark McGwire, Barry
Bonds, Sammy Sosa and
Alex Rodriguez: If you
are an MLB fan at all,
you know exactly what I
am about to talk about.
Performance-enhancing
drugs have been a part
of the sports world since
the beginning.
Controversy surrounds
these players because of
the mark they left (or
are attempting to leave)
in the MLB. McGwire,
Sosa and Bonds all hit an
unreal amount of home
runs during their stints
in the league. Rodriguez
is suspended for the 2014
season due to the 2013
Biogenesis scandal that
also suspended 13 other
players.
Why do I bring this up?
Many critics of the MLB
say the members of the
Players Association are
too harsh on PED users,
and they should be fair in
justifying what is or is not
considered a PED. Some
even go as far as to say
Tylenol Extra Strength
should be considered a
PED because it relieves
pain so the player can
continue playing.
Here is my issue with it
all - it is wrong. Simple
as that. These players have
God-given talent, and they
are throwing it away by
trying to enhance what
is already good. They are
in the MLB, for crying
out loud. If they were not
any good, they would be
sitting at home watching
the games from their
couches.
It is wrong to lie. It
is wrong to cheat. These
are all things that happen
when PEDs are part of
the picture in the MLB.
The player is lying about
his abilities and cheating
by using the PEDs .
Think about it for a
minute. Would you want
to go up against someone
during an intramural
softball game that had
been pumping steroids
for a few years? My guess
would be you would not
like that.
At the end of the day,
you might have a different
opinion than me, and that
is completely reasonable.
But here is the deal: PEDs
have made something that
should be pure athletic
ability turn into something that detracts from
the real reasons we love
baseball: cracker jacks,
hot dogs, home runs and
nerve-racking moments.

ALEX EZELL is the sports
editor for the 20132014 Bison. She may be
contacted at
aezell@harding.edu.

GRANTSCHOL I THEB~ON
Senior Kristen Celsor clears 5 feet, 6 inches during the high jump field event on March 29 at the Bison Invitational held at First Security Stadium.
Celsor's jump gave her the seventh-best mark in NCAA Division II this season. This also got Celsor to a NCAA provisional mark.
by Grant Schol
head photographer

Both the men's and women's track and field teams competed last
Saturday at the Bison Invitational meet. Sophomore Josh Syrotchen and
Senior Kristen Celsor helped the Bisons by setting NCAA provisional
marks in their respective events.
Sophomore Jacob McDonald set a new school record in the hammer
throw, and freshman Josh Syrotchen recorded an NCAA provisional mark
in the discus. McDonald broke his own personal record with a throw of
156 feet, 10 inches. Syrotchen won the discus with a throw of 164 feet,
the fifth-best throw in NCAA DII this season, and only4 inches short
of Harding's record of 164 feet, 4 inches set in 1997.
Syrotchen said he hopes to throw better in the team's next meet. He is
still recovering from a broken thumb, which he said hampered his overall
performance. Having not thrown since high school, Syrotchen is trying
to focus on setting a training routine for himself and getting stronger.
"I'm trying to find my rhythm," Syrotchen said. "This meet was a
good practice run."
The Bisons also won four other field events. Freshman Trey Adkison
won the pole vault, freshman Andrew Dather won the long jump, junior
Ryan Cagle won the shot put and freshman Max McBride won the javelin.
Junior track runner Donatella Luckett won both the 100- and 200meter dashes last Saturday.
Luckett ran 11.04 in the 100-meters, and 23.04 in the 200-meters.
His teammate senior, Landon Belcherm, won the 400-meter dash in
49.45 seconds.
Freshman Lucas Goodspeed won the 800-meters in 1 minute, 57.24
seconds, junior Taylor Lively won the 1,500-meters in 4 minutes, 02.70
seconds and senior Andrew Evans won the 5,000-meters in 15:17.65
to wrap up the distance runs. Sophomore Stephen Hedlund won the
400-meter hurdles in 55.70 seconds. Harding's teams also won both
relays. Sophomore Corey Bassett, sophomore Kevin Naceanceno,junior
Dillon Bagwell and Luckett won the 4x100 meters in 43.00 seconds.
Senior forward Kristen Celsor
was named to thtee All-American teams this season. She received a Capitol One Academic
All-America award. Celsor also KRISTEN CELSOR
was GAC Player ofthe Year and BASKETBALL & TRACK
SENIOR
Daktronics Central Region Player
of the Year.
1

"I seriously did not expect
anything at all. It has been a
shock every time. I did not even
know there were that many
All-American teams out there. It
is just really an honor. I don't feel
like it is deserved because there
are so many other girls out there
who are really talented. I'm just
really honored is all I can say."

"In high school, I didn't
even think I was going to play
in college. I didn't get recruited
until late in my senior year, and
one school only recruited me.
Basketball was just kind of a fun
thing for me to try. It has been

"I've always looked up to my
sister. I actually got my number
from her because she tore her
ACL her senior year of high
school. I always wanted to be
just like her. So I guess she is my
hero in all aspects of life."

"I have realized latelyjust how
special Harding is. You realize
when you come here how fun it
is, but when it is almost over, you
realize how different this place
is from any other experience you
would get at other colleges. You
have professors who are praying
for you. You have friends who will
do a devo with you just because
you are having a bad day. It is
going to be weird to adjust to

Naceanceno, Trevor Holloway, Bagwell, and Belcher won the 4x400 relay
in 3 minutes, 20.52 seconds.
The Lady Bisons also had success last Saturday as junior Ewa Zaborowska,
Celsor and sophomore Rachael Domeyer achieved NCAA provisional
marks to highlight the Lady Bisons' performances. Celsor cleared 5 feet,
6 inches to tie the seventh-best height in NCAA DII. Zaborowska won
the 800 meters in 2 minutes, 12.25 seconds, securing the fourth-fastest
time this season in NCAA DII. D omeyer broke the school-record in the
javelin with a throw of 132 feet, 4 inches, which ranks 15th in NCAA
DII this season.
Other notable events for the Lady Bisons came in the sprint and
distance competitions.
Sophomore Shana Holmes won the 200-meters with a time of25. 91
seconds.Junior Dallis Bailey won the 1,500-meters in 4 minutes, 55.95
seconds and sophomore Kelsey Taylor won the 5,000-meters in 18
minutes,45.46 seconds. Sophomore Sarah Coleman won the longjump
with 14 feet,2.5 inches.
The Lady Bisons also won both relay events. Holmes, Coleman, freshman Rachael Price and Celsor won the 4x100 meters in 49.53 seconds.
Sophomore Tammy Kim, Holmes, Zaborowska and Celsor won the
4x400 in 3 minutes, 58.63 seconds.
Coleman said she has greatly benefited from the relationships she has
formed with her fellow 4x100 relay runners, all of whom were a part of
the same event last season.
"Our 4x100 team is special," Coleman said. "We love working together,
and getting to share a relay allows for friendships to form that may not
have existed before."
Coleman also emphasized how special the home meet is to the men
and women's track teams. Friends and family who cannot travel to other
meets are able to come and show their support for what many competitors,
like Coleman, train for all year.
The next meet for the men's team is April 5 in Oxford, Miss. at the
Ole Miss Invitational. The women's next meet is also April 5 at home
for the Harding Invitational.
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talk to me about how it must be
so stressful and hectic, but I have
never known anything different.
I love doing two sports because
if I didn't have something going
FORWARD
on right now, I would be sitting
N0.40
SHERWOOD , ARK. in my apartment and eating. It is
really nice to have so~ething to
keep me in shape. I love being a
part of a team and having people
around
me all the time."
life after that. I am thankful for
having that for four years."

"I love awkward things that
happen. I am known for falling
over nothing all the time on the
basketball court. So I love when
other people fall over nothing. It
makes me feel less weird. Deshelle
I saac-Boyce fell at half court
over a ball one time. It was my
freshman year and I still cannot
get over it. I thought it was the
funniest thing I had ever seen
in my life."

"Embrace it. You don't realize
how good you have it until you
don't have it anymore. You are really
blessed because you are getting
paid to do something you love.
You are with the coaching staff
and the team, who not only are
talented, but also you are working
toward a common goal on and
off the court. You want to be the
best Christian example you can
be. When you are on the court
or the track field, make sure you
are setting the example you want
"1his is actually the first year I people to see. You always have
have not been doing two practices little eyes watching you."
a day during basketball off-season.
Story by Alex Ezell
Graphic by Tyler Carmical
So that is really nice. People always
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Calhoun continues to excel on and off the field
by Mandy Valentine

chances are you'll remember what type of person he was."
Calhoun's current batting average is .398 and was
leading the conference at one time in the season. CalSenior first baseman Matt Calhoun has played houn also received Academic All-GAC in 2012 and
some form of baseball since he was 4 years old. He 2013. Head coach PatrickMcGaha said he commends
started with a foam bat and ball in the house. Then he Calhoun on his work ethic and leadership on and off
moved on to organized T-ball and eventually signed the field.
with Harding.
"Matt is an extremely hard worker, and he helps set
Calhoun has been a key player for the Bisons in that tone for the team; the other guys see him and the
his four seasons with the team. Playing in 129 games work ethic that he has, and he's a great leader for them,"
with 115 starts, he is the university's career leader in McGaha said. "He doesn't give a lot of team speeches
fielding percentage with .990.
or anything, but he definitely leads by example. He's a
In high school, Calhoun's main choices for college quality young man, and that carries over on the field.
baseball were between Harding and University of He is one of the best hitters I've ever coached in my
Arkansas at Little Rock.
career, and he puts everything into his game and plays
"I chose Harding for several reasons: it would allow hard every time."
.
my family to come to most of my home games; it is a
Looking back on his time as a Bison, Calhoun said
great institution at which to earn a degree; and there is he is thankful for the experience he has had and the
a Christian perspective and environment," Calhoun said. hard work that the team has put in over his four seasons.
Calhoun said he loves the preparation that goes Calhoun said the team wants to invest in each other
into the game, seeing the results on the field, and the and leave a legacy for those to follow.
relationships he has been able to build through playing
"There is something special when a group of men
baseball. He also is thankful for the places the game come together and work toward a goal that is bigger
has taken him and the avenue it has given him to meet than each individual person," Calhoun said. "I have
some great people.
learned life lessons from my coaches and the game
"I remember certain plays and a few specific mem- itself. One of the things that is stressed to us is that
GRANT SCHOL I THE BISON
ories from each team, but most of all I remember the you recruit good players and win with good people. The Senior first baseman Matt Calhoun leads off at first
people I've played with," Calhoun said. "You may not past four years, I look back and see how I have grown during the Bisons 1-3 loss against Delta State University
remember if he hit .300 or had a sub-3.00 ERA, but as a person because of the Harding baseball program." on March 18.
student writer

Get up and sIDell the roses
Keenan Kellett

Is it just me, or does
springtime just put everyone in a better mood?
There are so many perks of
spring coming, especially at
Harding. Let us not forget
that it brings what is known
as a national holiday in
the Kellett household: the
start of March Madness.
Who doesn't love non-stop,
buzzer-beating, Cinderella
story, bracket- bu sting
basketb.all? Even people
who know or care nothing
about basketball seem to
find themselves filling out
brackets and giving their
input into who they think
will be in the Final Four.
Speaking of the Final
Four, do not try to get in
contact with me between
the hours of 5 p.m. and 10
p.m. Saturday night; I will

be glued to my television.
However, basketball
is not the only sport that
spring brings. Who could
forget baseball? Judging by
all the baseball shirts that
could be seen on campus
Monday, it is clear that
Harding loves America's
favorite past time. And who
could blame us? There is
something special about
smelling freshly cut grass
and spitting sunflower seeds
that just makes you want
to scream, "freedom!" I'm
talking William Wallace
style. Maybe it's the warm
weather, or perhaps the
flowers blooming, but there
is always a buzz around
campus during spring.
Call me old-fashioned, but
sometimes I miss living on
campus because I do not
get the chance to walk
around and admire just
how gorgeous all of God's
creations are as much as
I used to.
And who could forget
Spring Sing? I have never
been involved in any ofthe

shows, but I have attended
every year, except one. The
amount of respect I have
for students who put in
the countless hour~ of
work is truly amazing.
Say what you want about
being nervous on Saturdays when it comes to the
football field, but I could
not sing a solo in front of
all my peers, much less
their parents and family
members.
Basically, what I am
trying to say is, enjoy
life and your time here
at. Harding. Get off your
bottom and go literally
smell the roses. Spring is
a time when everything
comes back to life after
winter, including the students.As Shakespeare said,
"April hath put a spirit of
youth in everything." So
even though your midterm grades might have
been below average, and
all your end of the year
projects seem to be due
in the same week, don't
forget to be young.

Sarah Coleman Alex Wiiiiamson Mike Thompson

Hayden Lowe

Caleb McReynolds

Track

Golf

Football

Basketball

Tennis

Alyson Felix.

"The Myth, The
Legend, The
Woltman."

Brett Favre.

Mike Sweeney.

Roger Federer.

That my life is
'The Truman

Having to speak
in public.

Our Athletes' Views
on Pop Culture

·uestions
Who is your sports hero?

What Is your biggest fear?

If you could be an animal,
what would you be?

Favorite book of the Bible?
What Is a unique fact
about you?

Gum. Hate it.

Spiders are kind

of scary.

A wolf.

A bird that is not
hunted.

II Corinthians.
I had two pet ducks
that were tragically
murdered by a
raccoon and I still miss
them.

i

Not going to
heaven.

Show."

Probably a shark

A bear because
they get lots of
sleep.

A bison.

just chilling in the
ocean all day.

Isaiah.

James.

Acts.

James.

I'm from Florida
and hate the
beach.

I can do a pretty

I love to pick up
hitchhikers.

I listen to classical
music before tennis
matches to keep me
relaxed.

solid movie/radio
voice.

.
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Senior projects on display at 'Synapse'
by Kristi Soto

web editor
The Stevens Art Gallery is displaying the graphic
design show "Synapse," showcasing the portfolios of
senior graphic design majors, until April 11.
Senior Tyler Carmical said the graphic design seniors collaborated for the show to be named "Synapse,"
which is a structure in the nervous system that permits
a neuron or nerve cell to pass an electrical or chemical
signal to another cell.
"So ifyou break it down, a synapse is what allows us
to feel, both physically and emotionally," Carmical said.
Insidelhe gallery hangs the title ofthe show, "Synapse,"
created with multiple colored strings, which, according
to senior Mere Rowlett, represent the different wires of
the brain. Rowlett said it also represents the diversity
found among the senior designers.
'1t illustrates how we all have different abilities in the
graphic design group,'' Rowlett said. "We have different
ways we connect in our own lives, emotionally and physically, and so 'Synapse' helps you make the connection.
(We) don't have anything in common except for art."
Some ofthe challenges faced while setting up the show,
Rowlett said, were marking off spaces in the gallery for
each designer, printing the projects along with the rest
of the designers and making sure there were enough
projects displayed on the walls.
"You plan and say 'OK, I have this many projects,
this all has to go on the wall,"' Rowlett said. "You either
don't have enough space or there is not enough projects
on the five by seven space you are given."
As Rowlett reflects on the past four years as a graphic
design major, she said she was discouraged at first because
of the skill level she started out with.
"I was really terrible at the beginning and almost
changed my major," Rowlett said. "But then professor
Tim Cox encouraged me to stick with it by giving me
a lot of pointers and different books to read."
Rowlett also said the show reflects how the designers
have improved over the past fours years. She said she
appreciates the friendships formed through spending
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Seniors Tatiana Barrantes and Chelsey Sullivan and junior Cierra Boehmler tour the senior graphic design nhffiit,
"Synapse," in the Stevens Art Gallery during the reception March 29. Barrantes' work is among the projects on display.

the majority of her academic career in the art building.
"I have learned how to interact with people who I
have been with for a long time,'' Rowlett said. "I think
that is a real skill that everyone needs to go through."
Senior Brittani Malec attended the reception held on
March 29 to support her friend, senior Alex McCalip.
Once inside, Malec said the dynamic displays from all
of the artists drew her in.
"It is definitely worth their time to stop by the gallery,
iffor no other reason, just to open their eyes to creativity
that they may have never seen," Malec said. "I don't know

how the artists came up with such interesting designs."
Malec said her favorite part about the gallery was how
it showcased the individual style of each artist.
"There were some of the same projects displayed, but
none of them were remotely similar," Malec said. "I was
amazed at the creative minds ofthe artists. Amazed and
slightly jealous."
"Synapse" features artwork from seniors Tatiana Barrantes, Tyler Carmical, Rose Dean, Hannah Kimbler,
Alex McCalip, Amber Reed, Mere Rowlett and Brad
Thompson.

Town and gown part Learning to live a
two: Searcy business lifestyle of poverty
by Matt Ryan

features editor
Everi ifyou ignore the fact that Harding
University is one of the top three largest
employers in Searcy, it is hard to ignore
that, with a student body of more than
6,000 students, Harding has a serious
impact on local businesses and economy.
Buck Layne, who has been president
of the Searcy chamber ofcommerce since
1991, said he estimates the fiscal impact of
Harding's student body on Searcy is more
than $6 million annually.
"It's a phenomenal number," Layne
said. "That number changes, of course
- I've seen it anywhere from $2 million
to around $8 million - but I don't even
really care about the exact number. It
does wonders for the economy."
Layne said his estirilate not only includes
the money students spend, but also money
people spend when they come to Harding
for any ofthe variety of events on campus.
"When it's Spring Sing weekend, all
the hotels are booked, and when there are
sporting events or any kind ofcompetition,
they draw in people from all over," Layne
said. "There was a robotics competition
at Harding recently, for example, and I
heard there were over 600 students from
10 states represented there. There are all
kinds of things going on at the school."
La:Yne said Harding's faculty and administration also plays a major role in the
local business community and economy. He
said people like Chancellor David Burks,
who currently serves on the chamber board,
have long taken an interest and active role
in partnering with nearby businesses.
For instance, Layne said that in 2012,
Harding administrators led the way to plan
and build a new terminal at the Searcy
Municipal Airport.
"There are, of course, some obvious
reasons they would have an interest in it,"
Layne said. "Harding uses it quite a bit,
bringing in internationally known speakers
from time to time, for trying to recruit
people, for having board meetings. But
they also were willing to lead the charge,
ifyou will. Anything like that, they have
been behind, be it a tax or any issue that
will make our town a better place to live,

they are always supportive."
The only major problem existing between
Searcy businesses and Harding students,
Layne said, is the fact that since so many
students are from out oftown, relatively few
decide to stay in the area after graduation.
He said he hopes to find new ways to get
students involved with Searcy businesses
before they graduate so they will have a
greater interest in returning down the road.
Lori Sloan, associate professor of
marketing in the C,ollege of Business Administration, teaches a class that does just
that. Sloan's marketing strategies class, a
capstone course for marketing majors, puts
students into direct working relationships
with area businesses.
"The class is set up for students to work
with a real client and to meet with them,
ask questions, assess needs and wants and
game plan for a marketing strategy, and
they present that plan to the client at the
end of the semester," Sloan said.
Sloan said her class works with businesses
like Plum Peacock, Midnight Oil, Pasta
Grill and Sowell's Furniture. Because she
makes sure her students become familiar
with the businesses they work with, Sloan
said the plans they create are usually implemented successfully by the businesses.
She said she also likes to see campus
leaders take initiative to go out and get
involved in local events and get to know
business leaders. She said she hopes groups
like the Student Association pursue contacts with organizations like the chamber
of commerce.
Burks said that given H arding's desire
to recruit students and that so many ofits
employees and students are temporary
or permanent Searcy-area residents, the
university and everyone associated with
it have every reason to support business
and community initiatives.
'We have a fairly large student body and
a staff of over 1,000 people and therefore
have a tremendous payroll," Burks said.
"They come to Searcy and buy houses,
send their kids to school, retire here - of
course, that has a tremendous impact on
the community here, but they are part of
that community. W e all have a very good
reason for wanting to always make Searcy
a better place to live."

by Marianna Woodruff

student writer
The social welfare policy and services
II class conducted a poverty simulation
from March 24-27. Approximately 35
students participated in the simulation
in which they were allowed to spend
only $3 each day. Money not used each
day was rolled over to the next d ay. The
simulation was done to demonstrate to
students how much money those who
live on welfare are given each month.
. The $3 could be spent on everyday
necessities like driving and food. Other
costs that are normally covered by Harding
housing, like showers, were also factored
into the $3 students could spend each day.
Junior social work major Amber Walker
said the adjustments she was forced to
make to her lifestyle were very noticeable.
"Even in the span of four days, I could
feel myself making dramatic adjustments
to keep up with being impoverished,"
Walker said. "It really hit me hardest
when I had to tell my friends 'no' when
they asked to hang out off campus
because I didn't have the money to do
anything outside of eating. This project
really gave me insight to what it's like
to be impoverished, even if it was only
hitting the tip of the iceberg."
Junior social work major Molly Gammon, along with the other students in
the class, kept a poverty journal of the
week. She said the first day was not as
bad as she h ad expected, but the days
following became more of a struggle.
By the last day, Gammon was tired and
low on energy.
"Onee you're out o f money, you're out,"
Gammon said. "Every single thing you
['.
"
use, you pay 1or.
Below is Gammon's poverty journal
in which she details how and on what
sh e spent her money each day of the
simulation.
Monday, March 24.
Today was more difficult because I
h ad to afford taking a shower, so I didn't
h ave enough money for three meals. As
the sun starts going down, my tummy
is rumbling.

,.

Wednesday, March 26.
Today I was really tired. I guess my
body knows that I am not getting the
normal amount of nutrients, so I h ave
no energy. Today was easier with food,
being able to swipe into the caf and 6hd
something cheap for dinner. I have been
very tired all day. I also have realized that
after eating a little better today than I did
yesterday, I feel sick after eating.
Thursday, March 27.
Today wasn't so bad. I managed my
money well, and I found cheap things to
eat. It was a successful day.
"It hasn't been terrible. It is a nice eye
opener," Gammon said. "People do this all
the time; I can look forward to tomorrow
because this week will have ended, bu t
other people don't have that opportunity."
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Small Campus,
Big Style

'Les Mis' wows on Arkansas stage
by Hannah Robison
PR and marketing director

Men's fashion
tips and tricks
One of my least favorite things
about young men these days is that
many of them try to pretend they do
not care about clothes. It seems to
be a popular trend for boys to give
off the vibe that they just do not
care about what they are wearing
or what might be trendy for men
to wear. Contrary to this, I have
been a part of many conversations
with boys in which they have been
concerned about what they should
wear and were seeking my advice.
For boys who actually care and boys
who pretend like they do not care
but really do, here are my top five
fashion tips for men.
1.Patterned button-up shirts are
your best friend. Looking for a shirt
to wear casually with jeans? Wear a
striped button-up with the sleeves
rolled up. Wanting to dress up a bit
and wear khakis? A colorful plaid
button-up is a great m atch . For
boys who are feeling extra stylish,
my favorite trend for men at the
moment is paisley. C hoose a paisley
button-up on a day when you are
really trying to spice things up.
2.The blazer is not just for job
interviews. For those of you who
do not know the difference, I am
not talking about your stiff navy
sports coat that is collecting dust in
your closet. The best kind ofblazer
for men is one that is loose fitting,
dark-colored and casual. They look
best when worn unbuttoned with
jeans and a pair of leather loafers,
which leads into tip No. 3.
3. Never underestimate the power
of the leather loafer. If you had to
own only one pair ofshoes, it should
absolutely be a pair ofleather loafers.
Similar to the patterned button-up
shirt, there is rarely an outfit that
cannot be made nice by a pair of
these. When I'm looking at a boy's
outfit, it makes all the difference
when I see a pair of nice loafers·
on his feet. Dark or light colored,
they round out every outfit and
even make it look like you tried a
little bit.
4. A well-tailored suit is a force
to be reckoned with. At the risk
of sounding very cliche, it was not
until I saw Ryan Gosling in the
movie "Crazy, Stupid, Love" that
I truly understood the importance
of a well-tailored suit. Wearing a
suit that is fitted perfectly to your
proportions m akes the difference
between looking nice and looking
like Jimmy Fallon wearing Shaquille
O'N eal's suit jacket. (If you have
not seen it, look it up.) The point is
this: tailoring is worth the money.
5.Most tips and rules about women's clothing apply to you too. OK,
no, ifl am talking about different
ways to wear skirts or dresses, then
I obviously am not talking to you.
But if I am talking about colors or
patterns or graphic tees, what I am
talking about is universal. I believe
there is a very thin line dividing
men's and women's clothing in
terms of rules of styling. Do not be
afraid to read my articles and try to
apply them to your style.
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The Arkansas Repertory Theatre, located
in Little Rock, is hosting "Les Miserables," a
musical by Alain Boublil and Claude-Michel
Schonberg based on the novel by Victor
Hugo and directed by Robert Huppa. The
production began March 5 and will continue
until Sunday, April 6.
The show is one you will never forget.With
an incredible cast of talented and professional
actors, the performance is full of emotional
scenes oflove, repentance, revenge, salvation
and unity. The cast consists of actors, singers
and dancers from throughout the U.S., and
the children in the performance are Little
Rock locals.
The storyline is epic. Set in France during
the revolution, "Les Miserables" centers around
Jean Valjean, a captive who broke his parole
and fled from his previous life and past, and
the policeman}avert. With a new identity and
career, Valjean makes a vow to Fantine to save
and raise her daughter from the incomparable and explicit innkeepers, the Thenardiers.
Valjean pays for the little girl, Cosette, and
brings her up as his own.
Years later in Paris there is unrest. The
innkeeper's daughter Eponine, who knew
Cosette as a child, is in love with a student
named Marius. Upon seeing Cosette, however, Marius is immediately enthralled by
her and seeks to know her. Afraid that his
cover is blown, Valjean orders that he and
Cosette must flee. Marius, deeply saddened
by Cosette leaving, must make the decision
ofwhether he will join his brothers and band
with them to start the revolution or follow
after Cosette.

Jewelya Williams

Marius is wounded in the fighting and is
restored to health by Cosette. Valjean reveals
the details of his life to Marius and tells him
he must go away. Marius and Cosette are then
married and Thenardier attempts to blackmail
Marius, but unknowingly reveals that Valjean
was his rescuer. The couple rushes to Valjean
where he is accepted into the care ofFantine
and Eponine in heaven. The final words of
the show leave you with tears in your eyes and
a hope for another home: "To love another
person is to see the face of God."
The Rep is an excellent theater environment with an intimate auditorium that keeps
you close to the stage and engaged with the
show. Each performer nailed every note,
kept character outstandingly and provided
one of the best stage productions I have
ever seen. Being a huge fan of the major
motion picture, I was curious as to how
the set would operate, but the staging was
creative, innovative and extremely effective.
The lighting, sound and a number ofprops,
trap doors and costumes were all elaborate

and added to the overall appearance of the
show. Without these elements, it would
not have had near the dramatic impact.
Every scene went without a single flaw.
Of all the characters in the production,
Eponine was by far my favorite. Her performance was phenomenal and she sang
with ease, diction, strength and passion.
Her solo, "On My Own," is one of my
favorite pieces from the musical, and she
sang it beautifully and powerfully.
"('Les Miserables' was) easily the most
inspiring musical I've seen," senior Jonathan Sherrod, who also saw the show, said.
" 'Les Miserables' captures the conflict
within humanity and the selflessness of
a man who overcomes many obstacles to
care for others. To love another person is
truly to see the face of God."
If you have a few free hours and want
to take a trip to Little Rock, check out this
show that will leave you in amazement. For
more information and to purchase tickets
visit: www.therep.org.

'Mitt' showcases family, not politics
by Reid Belew
student writer

Released on Jan. 24, the
Netflix original documentary
"Mitt" offers an intimate view
of former Gov. Mitt Romney's
two presidential campaigns
in 2008 and 2012. The given
tagline of the documentary
reads: "Whatever side you're
on, see another side."
The documentary starts at
the end of the 2012 election
when the Romney campaign
realizes there is little chance
they will win the election, and
Mitt Romney says, "How do
you write a concession speech?"
The film then goes back to 2008
when Mitt Romney decided
to run. This film conveys the
familial aspect of a presidential
campaign, and thus, the story
begins with a family meeting
to discuss whether or not Mitt
Romney should run for president.
Filmmaker Greg Whiteley

silently tagged along behind the
governor since 2006, compiling
footage for the film without
being intrusive. Only a few
times did he prompt family
members with questions.
Time magazine TV critic
James Poniewozik was able to
view the film before its release
in January.
"('Mitt' is) telling a more
personal, apolitical story: that
running for President is rough,
even for highly successful ,
well-insulated people and the~l'..
families," Poniewozik wrote 1n
a review of the documentary.
Netflix's main goal with
this documentary was not to
sway or present any sort of
political views, and they do
an outstanding job. There is
no narration in this film at all,
which is the presumed first step
in remaining neutral by letting
the footage maintain control
over any sort of storytelling.
This documentary contains

only footage of the campaign
behind the scenes. Most of the
footage shown is how Mitt
Romney talks and interacts with
his family, without strategy or
political views.
The film aims to present the
toll that running a campaign
takes on a family. Toward the
end of the film, you are able to
recognize all of the Romneys,
and you learn intimate details
of their life, such as Ann
Romney's little- known battle
with multiple sclerosis. You are
able to watch the weight of the
task Mitt Romney is taking on
affect his family in many areas
of their life.
"Mitt" does a wonderful job
of helping viewers foster pseu do-relationships with members
of the Romney family during
the time of the two presidential
campaigns.
What the film lacks in artistic
qualities found in many recent
documentaries , it makes up

with its minimalist approach
to storytelling. No, this film
will not persuade you to vote
a certain way, but it will offer
a new and accurate portrayal
of a human whose identity
was constructed primarily by
slanted media outlets.
The underlying principal of
the film is the emphasis and
importance of familial support
in all facets oflife. In this specific manifestation, the Romney .
political campaigns serve as a
frame story for this premise,
not the main story itself.
I thoroughly enjoyed this
film , and I believe its biggest
strength is its staunch neutrality.
Netffix gains nothing if this film
shows any sort of partisanship,
and they remain unflinchingly
non-partisan throughout the film.
A good way to view this film is
with the understanding of its
presentation of Mitt Romney
as a human with a family, not
a politician. Check it out.

FOOD

Get to know your local pizza delivery
by Zach Hailey
student writer

One evening, an
and junior Kevin
elderly man dressed @eB§
Bolivar, are Harding
in his usual delivery
i.W'!~WI'
students working
Whether it is by phone or attire walked up to the
on the side. Others
through the Internet, most desk and asked me to call
have more complex
college students have ordered down the young gentleman
stories.
a pizza from the comfort of who had ordered the pizza. He
Bob Edle is
their dorm room at one point was cut off when he heard
the manager of
or another, but has anyone ever the sound of a female voice
The Print Shop
cared enough to get to know coming from
on Race Street in
the delivery men themselves? the lobby area.
Searcy. He works
Hearing your name called
"Back
part time as a pizza
from the lobby desk sends when I was
delivery driver at
students rushing down the a student
Pizza Hut to earn
stairs to meet the pizza de- here," Eddie
a little extra money
liverer, throwing an incorrect the pizza man said,
on the side.
amount of cash in his relative as he looked my way,
"It can be hard
direction and running back "women weren't allowed
to have a steady
up to the private room they in the dorm lobby."
flow of clients
came from.
There are a variety
in the printing
As a residence assistant of men and women of all
industry," Edie
in a freshman dorm, I often different ages at pizzerias
said. "You can
get the opportunity to watch in Searcy. Some, like
GRAPHIC BY
always count on
these little exchanges happen. sophomore Joe Chavez TYLER CARMI CAL kids to be ordering

driv~r

pizza, though."
Being a pizza delivery driver
isn't always easy. Students and
others in the Searcy area will
find ways to try the patience
of hardworking delivery folk.
"The worst thing that can
happen on the job is when
students don't have the right
amount of money," Edle said.
"We have to wait for the correct
amount of money to be given
to us, or we can't leave. It's so
frustrating."
Pizza delivery drivers work
hard to bring us the hot and
ready order we pay for. Although the aroma of pizza
may be intoxicating, starting
a nice conversation with a
delivery driver might not be
a bad idea. Always remember
to tip well and say "please" and
"thank you. "

